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First week of Advent- Happy Liturgical New Year! The theological virtue of Hope is 
associated with the first week of Advent.  I’ve said it before, but to work in a school like SEAS, is 
to see hope in the future develop before your eyes. I’m grateful for the opportunity to work with 
our amazing staff who are dedicated to helping everyone they teach reach their potential, our 
community that supports us, and our students, who are the future of our church and our 
community. Hope is still alive and well in the halls of SEAS! 
 
Top 20 Cornerstone #3: Honor the Absent.  Honoring the Absent reminds me of the old 
adage “if you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at all.” Imagine if people applied that 
to their interactions on social media! Honoring the Absent is another step in creating a positive 
culture of safety and trust at SEAS. How we talk about others when they are not present is a 
powerful means by which we either build or destroy trust.  
 
There are six ways Top 20 names that we can either Honor or Dishonor the Absent.  

1. “Be a problem solver, not a problem namer.” Every school, work environment, or family 
has problems. We can work to solve those problems, or we can just simply name and 
complain. Problem solvers seek solutions. They communicate effectively.  

2. “Keep our lakes clean.” Top 20 uses a lake as a symbol of our life. When we Dishonor 
the Absent, we pollute our lake. In other words, The more we speak negatively of others, 
problem name, or tolerate others who do the same, we “pollute” our lake. We invite 
others to “dump” in our lake. We invite them to come and complain to us. We “Keep Our 
Lakes Clean” by actively and directly communicating that we will not allow dishonoring, 
problem naming, or other negativity to spill into our lake.  

 
Next week, we’ll highlight two more aspects of Honor the Absent.  
 
There is a lot going on these next three weeks! This Thursday is the band concert, next 
Monday we will spend time at SEAS Church practicing for the Christmas concert and completing 
a school wide service project, and next Tuesday is the Christmas concert. We also have our first 
basketball games of the season, field trips, and more.  
 
God bless you all,  

Mr. SullivanMr. Sullivan  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton: “Faith lifts the soul, Hope supports it, Experience says it must and Love 
says...let it be!” 
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